
 

BIT BITES FROM SUE 
 
Our Annual Meeting was held on 
Sunday January 28th at the home of 
Dave and Royalee Cleveland in 
Santa Cruz.  There was a good turn 
out and the year looks to be an 
active one. Highlights are outlined 
below – if you would like the 
complete minutes of the meeting – 
contact Sue Valley. 
 
Membership forms are included for 
those who have not renewed. 
Welcome to our new members. 
Hope to see all of you at the 
upcoming shows and events.  Please 
feel free to contact any of the 
officers or board members if you 
have questions or want to get 
involved in any of the activities. 
 

 FUN SHOWS 2007 

As most of you know, the Menlo 
Circus Club Spring Show will not 
be held this year because of the 
construction going on at the  
Club – we hope to have this show 
back on the schedule next year. 

The Livermore Stampede – an 
equine event sponsored by the 
California State Horseman’s 
Assoc. will be putting Saddleseat 
Classes into their show this year. 
The show dates are April 28,29. 
This would be a good chance to  

 

Lee Highland Eagle 1953 

get Saddleseat horses out there 
to be seen by the horse and 
general public.  The classes are 
open to all breeds – it would be 
great if some members would 
help supports this effort – points 
would count as open 
competition.  They do have 
Western Classes also. See event 
calendar for contact information 
or contact Sue Valley. 

Good news!  The dates of the 
Golden Gate Morgan Show have 
changed and they want us back!  
The Watsonville Show – as it was 
known a few years ago is back 
on the schedule.   The dates are 
July 20,21and22.  We do have to 
let them know what classes we 
want – so contact Sue Valley at 
susanvalley@mac.com to let me 
know what to have put in.  We 
will have to sponsor our classes 
and would want classes that 
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would fill.  The show offers Open 
English Pleasure and Equitation 
classes already.  In the past we 
have had: Western, Country 
Pleasure, Show Pleasure, 3-
Gaited/Park, Pleasure Driving, 5-
Gaited (either pleasure or open).  
I need to give them an answer by 
the end of March. 

 
Janine Hill would like us back at 
Diamond Hills for the Fall Show. 
The dates are October 13 & 14.  
We do need to form a show 
committee to organize the show.  
Let Sue Valley know if you are 
interested.   
 

SPRING  SHOWS 2007 

Cow Palace is the first big show of 
the season – dates: April 5 – 7 
(Thursday – Saturday) Classes and 
entry forms are available on their 
web site: cowpalace.com.  
NCASHA will set up our breed 
information booth (help in the 
booth would be appreciated).  
Kim Matoza and Royalee 
Cleveland are organizing the 
hospitality booth. Royalee has 
organized an incentive award for 
owners and trainers competing at 
both the Cow Palace and 
Monterey.  A raffle for $2,000 will 
be open to any owner 
competing at both shows and a 
Television will be raffled to the 
trainers.  If you would like to help 
by donating to this incentive 
award or to the hospitality booth, 

contact Royalee Cleveland. 
(royalee@surfnetusa.com) 
Hopefully there will be a good 
turnout as this is a wonderful way 
to get our horses out in front of 
the public.  

Anyone with a Parade Horse – 
you might want to give serious 
consideration to participating – 
your stall fee could be covered.  
The club felt a class of Parade 
Saddlebreds would especially 
appeal to the crowd and would 
generate interest in the breed. 

Monterey Springfest is April 18 – 
21. Prizelists should be in the mail 
soon – this has always been a 
wonderful show with a wide 
choice of classes and parties 
galore. 

UPHA Chapter One Show follows 
in May 10 – 13.  Judy Castaillac is 
heading up the hospitality 
committee – anyone interested in 
helping out with this Award 
Winning show – contact Judy.  
 

HORSE EXPO 
 
The Western States Horse Expo will be 
held in Sacrament at Cal Expo, June 8 – 
10.  Again this is the weekend before the 
Del Mar Show making it difficult to 
attract participants.  Barbara Molland is 
again heading up this venture.  This is 
our big Breed Publicity venue, so if you 
are not going to Del Mar and want to 
help out, do give Barbara a call.  At this 
point we are planning to have our booth 
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an aisle away from the exhibition horses 
with no specific petting stall.  Our stalls 
will hopefully be facing each other, so 
we will have an aisle way facing the 
demonstration arena.  We are hoping to 
be able to decorate the area and 
complement the breed booth.  Anyone 
who might be interested in helping with 
the booth, the expo horses or might have 
a horse who could add to the 
presentation, please contact Barbara 
Molland (bmolland@farfieldfarm.com) 
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS USEF 

WINNERS! 
2006 National Winners 

 
3-Gaited Amateur:  Champion: CH Like 
Sunshine – Susan and Julia Chen 
5-Gaited Jr. Ex:  Reserve Champion: Su 
Casa – Stephanie Duck 
Show Pleasure Driving: Reserve 
Champion: CH Doubletrees’ Doubletake 
– Cathy Sauer 
Western Pleasure: 3rd: Spurwings 
Superfine Lady – Kathy Dunn 
4th: CH Fiasco – Carolyn Glick 
 

USEF Region 1 Winners 
3-Gaited Open: Champion: CH Like 
Sunshine – Susan and Julia Chen 
Reserve Champion: The Georgia Peach 
– Beth Davis 
3-Gaited Amateur: Champion: CH Like 
Sunshine 
Park: Champion: The Georgia Peach 
Reserve: CH Magic March – Chen 
5-Gaited Open:  Reserve: Tony 
Diamond – Royalee Cleveland 
5-Gaited Jr. Ex: Champion: Su Casa – 
Stephanie Duck 
3-Gaited Show Pleasure: Champion: 
Callaways Ike the 6th – Julie Steitfeldt 

Reserve: CH Magic March 
3rd: I’m  W.O. Bently – Kathy Dunn 
Show Pleasure Driving: Champion: CH 
Doubletree’s Doubletake – Cathy Sauer 
Western Pleasure:  Champion: 
Spurwing’s Superfine Lady – Kathy 
Dunn 
Reserve: CH Fiasco – Carolyn Glick 
3-Gaited Park Pleasure: Champion: I’m 
W.O. Bently – Kathy Dunn 
 
PACIFIC COAST WINNERS 
 
Park Open: Reserve: The Georgia Peach 
Roadster Open: CH: The Main Man – 
Bob Facciola 
Reserve: Air Force One – Jim Nottage 
5-Gaited Jr. Ex: CH: Su Casa 
3-Gaited Amateur: CH: CH Like 
Sunshine 
Reserve: Absolute Courage – Julie 
Steitfeld 
Fine Harness Amateur: CH: No Jacket 
Required – Sally Spalding 
5-Gaited Show Pl: Res: CH Wills No 
Doubt About It -  Helen Taylor 
3-Gaited Show Pl Jr. Ex: CH: Ch A 
Magic Spell – Katie Jarve 
Show Pleasure Driving: CH: Ch 
Doubletree’s Doubletake 
Western: CH: Ch Fiasco 
Reserve: I’m Lucky – Gen Hess 
Road Pony: CH: P.T. Cruiser – Bob 
Facciola 
Saddleseat Eq 14 – 17: CH: Siri Hadland 
Pleasure Horse 10 and under: Reserve: 
Floris Van Nienke – Haley Hirschhorn 
 
ASHA  CA STATE PLEASURE 

HORSE AWARDS 
 

5-Gaited Show Pl:  CH Wills No Doubt 
About It – Helen Taylor 
3-Gaited Show Pl Jr. Ex:  CH A Magic 
Spell – Katie Jarve 
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Show Pleasure Driving: CH 
Doubletree’s Doubletake – Cathy Sauer 
Western: CH Fiasco – Carolyn Glick 
 

ANNUAL AWARDS  
BANQUET 

 
 
SAVE THE DATE!  The Annual 
Awards Banquet will be held on the 
Saturday night of the Fall Fun Show – 
October 13th.  We have yet to confirm a 
place, but the hope was that this would 
increase participation and make the 
Saturday night of the show a Special 
Event!  Points will accumulate from 
October 2006 – September 2007 – so for 
just this year, the 2006 Fun Show will 
have counted for points twice.  Anyone 
participating in the Open Competition 
and Pleasure Riding Divisions need to 
let Sue Valley know they intend to 
compete in these divisions by August 
15th 2007 and all points need to be 
submitted by September 30, 2007.  
Shows to count for this year include: 
2006 Fall Show, Cow Palace, Monterey, 
Woodside, Santa Barbara, Watsonville 
and any other Fun Shows that get 
organized in 2007.  

BITS AND PIECES 
 
We would love to hear more from all 
of our members, send news to Sue 
Valley (susanvalley@mac.com)  

 

 

From Dean MacCracken 
I snapped this cute picture of Topper 
out on his "Veranda" looking for the 
sun! 

 

 
 
We been having some wonderful 
rides and are really looking forward 
to going to Monterey & Woodside 
and strutting our stuff 
 

From Sally Nottage  
Shelbyville, KY  January 19 & 20.  
Jacquie White and newcomer to 
saddlebreds, Melinda Bogdanovich  
made it triple trouble with Sally 
Nottage in heading to Kentucky on 
the heels of the mid-west ice storm.  
Jim Aikman's All American Cup 
Stallion Auction was being held 
Saturday night but boy for those that 
can never get enough of their 
Saddlebreds a good time was had by 
all during the day Friday and 
Saturday. 
 
While I don't have exact numbers, 
people filled 3 large tours buses that 
held apx. 65 each with a caravan of 
cars following to tour the Kentucky 
countryside while being treated to 
viewing beautifully turned out 
stallions at Kalarama Farm, 
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Willowbank, Leatherwood Stud, 
Sunrise Stables, Arrowhead, Double 
D Ranch and Grey Ridge Farm. 
Alliance Stud even had a 
special treat with their new training 
project - a camel!  What a treat to 
be driven around with no worries 
other than making sure you got back 
on the right bus.  Even if you didn't 
fun was had by all. 
 
This is an excellent chance to see 
horses and farms that otherwise 
would require a special visit since it's 
either breeding time, foaling time, or 
show time!  Dr. Bennett gave a 
valuable talk on reproduction and 
related issues surrounding the older 
mare or show mares. There was a 
wonderful slide show with historic 
footage of some of your favorite 
oldies and incredible shots of 
youngsters with Jim Aikman talking 
about his "winning ways" to show 
and train them. 
 
The fact that a person can be an 
amateur and may only have one 
brood mare didn't matter. The 
Special Southern Hospitality  was 
experienced by all. (hmmmm - did I 
ever get more than 3 hours of sleep 
a night?) Didn't know 
one could talk horses so much and 
still have more to talk about! 
 
From Sarah Hudson 
Here are a few photos we've taken in 
Santa Barbara since we moved. This 
one is Charlie running free in the 
arena (with a mare who thought he 
was pretty cute----and who put some 
good solid horse shoe prints on his 
side to let him know she thought so. 

He was much to smitten to care!) 

 

Sophie on one of Mrs. P's Icies. The 
girl can actually ride!  

 
 
Mom with Judy, who is pregnant 
with her third baby by Joan's D-
Day.The first two are doing very well 
under Greg's training. 
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Haley and Sophie are fortunate to 
be able to drive "Elvis" when we 
visit. He is Mrs. Pritzlaff's mini horse. 
A very sweet fellow. Just Sophie's 
kind kind of horse. Saki was always 
way too tall for to feel comfortable 
around him. 
 

 

 

 
  
 

From Donna Balsan 
The Balsan’s Silver Star Ranch in 
Middleburg Florida (near 
Jacksonville) is really growing.   
Donna  has a growing lesson 
program and is looking for any used 
tack or academy/show clothes you 
may have in the back of your closet.  
Her students come from all 
backrounds, she plans to have them 

show at local open shows and not all 
of them can afford show attire.  If 
you have anything you might want 
to donate:   contact  Donna at: 
dlbalsan@comcast.net, or 904-291-
6877. 

 

From Earl Kelly 
Candy is back in training with Kim 
Wheeler. Kim has never trained a 
Saddlebred before. Her experience 
has always been with Paints and 
Quarter horses. Kim has a long 
career of wins at the Regional and 
State level in Western Pleasure and 
Equitation. Kim is pleasantly 
surprised at how quick saddlebreds 
learn and retain things.  Maybe  we 
have a new convert ? Candy has 
grown a couple more inches, lost the 
"baby fat" and is looking more and 
more like a pretty palomino western 
pleasure horse.  We will be doing a 
few small shows the next month or 
two and should be ready for the 
breed shows by June or July. 
 
 
 
From Michael Lynch 
Mike Lynch wrote in to say Hello! He 
is no longer showing horses, but 
concentrating on dogs, perhaps 
some of you saw him handling a 
beautiful German Shepard at the 
Westminster Dog Show. 
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From Doug Cason 
I just got some pictures of Lady's 
filly, I have named her Warrior's 
Lady – she already has attitude!  
Mom and daughter are at Singing 
Hills Stables.  Lady enjoys being a 
mom more than she did a show 
horse. 

 

Dorian Warriors Song x Decorated 
Lady  

 

 

UPCOMING SHOWS  
Cow Palace 

April 5 - 7 

Monterey 

April 18 – 21 

Livermore Stampede 

April 28,29 

Woodside/UPHA 

May 10- 13 

Santa Barbara 

July 4 – 7 

Watsonville 

July 20 - 22 

 

EVENT CALENDAR 

APRIL : 
COW PALACE: Show Class A and Breed 
Promotion – April 5 - 7 
Contact: Royalee Cleveland 
royalee@surfnetusa.com 
 
MONTEREY SPRINGFEST: Show Class A 
April 18 – 21 
Contact:Rae Dean Stone:  raedeane@cox.net 
 
LIVERMORE STAMPEDE: Open breed 
show – April 28,29 
Gina Marie Rutigliano 
Lvs2Ride@yahoo.com 
925-354-6514 
www.hoofpicks.com under "Spring 
Stampede". 
 
MAY: 
UPHA CHAPTER ONE SHOW –  Class A 
Show – May 10 – 13 
Contact: Jennifer Dixon: dixonstabl.com 
 
JUNE: 
WESTERN STATES HORSE EXPO: Breed 
Promotion – June  8 – 10 
Contact: Barbara Molland 
bmolland@farfieldfarm.com 
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BARN NEWS 
 
 
 
DIXON STABLES 
Menlo Park, CA 
650-322-6700 
dixonstabl@aol.com 
Jennifer & Bruce Dixon 
 
  

 
 
Dixon Stables is now living in 
tent barns behind the covered 
arena!  Demolition of the old 
barn started January 30th.  The 
outdoor arena was demolished 
as well. Thankfully it is 
scheduled to be finished first 
with a target date of March 31.  
The new barn won't be 
completed until sometime this 
late summer or early fall.  A 66 
stall barn is in the works 
complete with a "Turf Club" in 
the front with offices, locker 
room and event room. We've all 
decided its like being at a horse 
show without decorations! 
Thankfully the rain hasn't 
wreaked too much havoc in the 
tents! 
  

Please remember to keep Bruce 
Dixon in your thoughts and 
prayers as he is waiting for a 
liver transplant. Thor Engelsen 
is doing well as he under-goes 
chemo therapy for lung cancer.  
Thor will end up having surgery 
in the near future.  He has said 
"Jennifer I need to get this 
surgery over! We have horse 
shows to go to!" 
  
Dixon Stable is does have space 
in the training program at this 
time.  Specializing in American 
Saddlebreds, Hackney Ponies 
and Friesians. School horse 
lessons also available for both 
riding and driving. Jennifer cell: 
650-740-4344. 
  
 
FAR FIELD FARMS 
Petaluma, CA 
707-876-1885 
www.farfieldfarm.com 
Barbara Molland 
 
 
Here is something for us all to 
ponder. In the market research 
commissioned by the American 
Saddlebred Horse Association, and 
just completed by the University of 
Kentucky professors, Dahlstrom and 
Skinner, we learned that within the 
United States three states stand out 
as prime areas where the American 
Saddlebred has tremendous 
opportunity for growth. Can you 
guess? California,  New York, and 
Texas. These are all states with 
significant interest in horses, lots of 
people,   and the disposable income 
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to spend on horses. For the sake of 
the Saddlebred, how will we handle 
this? Answer: It is up to us.  
 
First, there is probably no more 
critical time for us to ask ourselves 
just why people outside the 
American Saddlebred breed are not 
choosing our horses to buy. First 
time buyers are consulting with 
outside trainers who are telling them 
that the Saddlebred is an 
inappropriate choice for a horse 
buyer; they believe it cannot jump, 
cannot be ridden as a trail horse, is 
not a family horse, and is so high 
strung that very few people can 
handle one. We must deal effectively 
to change this perception by 
increasing ownership on all levels. 
After all, our horses sell themselves; 
Saddlebred intelligence, curiosity, 
and athleticism are unique, but 
without familiarity with the breed, no 
genuine judgments can be made. 
 
Point number two: rumor had it at the 
2007 ASHA Convention that some 
people within the Saddle Seat 
industry regard the discipline as 
exclusive, that no one without a large 
income can afford to own or even 
lease one, and that many people 
introduced to Saddle Seat feel 
unwelcome, like second class 
citizens if they wish to show their 
horses from home as amateur 
exhibitors or if they do not have the 
means to keep horses with top 
trainers. Would anyone who wished 
to grow any struggling business treat 
newcomers in this way? Business 
101 teaches that we should be 
INCLUSIVE, NOT EXCLUSIVE. We 

should be opening our arms to 
everyone with the slightest interest in 
our horses.  
 
I fear that many of us are living in the 
past, romanticizing a time when a 
handful of extremely wealthy 
individuals in California kept the ASB 
Saddle Seat industry afloat. These 
people were content to have their 
horses shown by trainers, the tax 
laws allowed them to take farm 
income losses year after year, all of 
which contributed to the illusion that 
all this would last forever. Those 
days are gone. We must build a 
base. I call it the “trickle up” theory of 
growth. If you have enough 
Saddlebred owners and enthusiasts 
at the bottom of your pyramid, their 
interest will percolate many of them 
to the top. Take this example. 
Football is an extremely popular 
sport in this country, but it takes all 
those Pop Warner teams, all those 
High School and College teams, 
butting heads, competing against 
each other for hometown glory, to 
foster the dreams of every 
professional player who finds himself 
in the rarefied air of the NFL. Without 
the experiences and encouragement 
provided by the “little guys” along the 
way,   there isn’t even a garden to 
plant the seeds or a field to create 
the dream leading to that level of 
success. This is where we need to 
start.  We must develop a community 
of people, all helping each other to 
succeed. Without this change of 
attitude, Kentucky will remain a 
centrifuge of our industry, pulling 
trainers, owners, and breeders away 
from the West Coast and further 
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weakening our industry. All food for 
thought. 
 

 
Far Field Farm Brood Mare 

 
 
Monarch stables 
Santa Rosa, California 
707-291-0591 
www.monarchstables.com 
Brigitte Scholl 
 
Monarch Stables would like to 
extend a warm welcome to our 
newest addition, Callaway's 
Maureen owned by Fred and 
Sherry Morrow.  Sherry is getting 
ready to debut with this beautiful 5 
year old mare this spring. 
 
On the sales front,  congratulations 
to Anne Jaeger on the sale of her 
nice big gelding, Screamin' Demon 
and Ballard Friesians on the recent 
sales of Kyra  fan 'e Lytse Mar, 
Haindruk, and Goos Van't 

Streefoord. 
 

 
Fred and Sherry Morrow and Callaway’s 

Maureen 
 
Best wishes to our resident 
Warmblood, Charlie, owned by Dr. 
Paul McEvoy DVM,  as she heads 
to the east coast to pursue her three 
day eventing goals. 
 

 
Welcome to Alexandra Johnson’s new 

Pleasure Equitation mount Rhett. 
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We would also like to welcome 
Diane Aanerud's handsome 
gelding, Rocky's Champagne High, 
Sarah Wolfe's CH Sultan's Free 
Spirit and Monarch Stables new 
acquisition, Flash. 
 
Following last years successful show 
season, several Monarch Stables 
horses were honored by the USEF 
for the Horse of the Year program.  
The Georgia Peach - Open Park 
Horse Champion for Beth Davis, 
Callaway's Ike the Sixth - Three 
gaited Show Pleasure Champion for 
Julie Streitfeld, and Su Casa - 
Junior Exhibitor Five gaited 
Champion for Stephanie Duck.   Su 
Casa has been a USEF Regional 
Champion for three consecutive 
years, and a National Champion. 
 

 
CH Sultan’s Free Spirit and Sarah Dawe 
 
 
Looking forward to seeing all of our 
horse show friends at Monterey 
Springfest. 
 
 
 
 

 
Kasey's Korner 
Santa Rosa, CA 
707-544-9478 
 
 The northern bay area saddlebred 
owners's are doing great.  Kasey 
and Flambeau went to Fresno on 
February 24th and 25th for a driving 
playday at Ram Rap.  Hopefully we 
get to visit with Teddi Estes also.  
Rhonda Gowa and her mare 
attended a driving clinic at Ted 
Draper's on three Sundays in 
January.  The weather was cold - but 
she learned lots of new carriage 
driving things.  Rhonda and "Violet" 
are having fun with the driven 
dressage.  Kerry Bargsten, the new 
saddlebred rider of Days Gone Bye 
FF is enjoying her Christmas 
stocking horse.  The gelding is being 
leased from Kasey Ashley.  Kerry 
and "Dayo" are having fun doing lots 
of trail riding on weekends and 
holidays.  Kerry is accompanied by 
husband Stephen on Far Field 
Flambeau or the infamous Trond. 
 
We look forward to some saddlebred 
clinics for hunt seat, jumping and 
carriage driving this summer.  We 
are also planning trail rides.  Dates 
will be sent later. 
 
 
SWEETHEART FARM 
Chowchilla, CA 
559-665-2533 
sweetheartsaddlebreds@webtv.net 
www.sweetheartsaddlebreds.com 
Phyllis Hawkins 
 
We are very busy here at Hawkins 
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Sweetheart Farms with the almond 
farming and the horses.  We are 
looking forward to the 2007 show 
season with Sacajawea, no foals 
expected this year. 
 
I've enclosed an article and picture of 
Sweet Carolina (1/2 Arabian) by 
our Supreme Sultan stallion T.P.'s 
Sahara Sultan, now 25 years old.  
He is also the sire of WC Sultan's 
Earth Angel. 
 

 
 
Sweet Carolina attented the 
D'Alonzo Open Show to showcase 
Arabian Halter and to our 
satisfaction, she was undeafted in 
her debut! Placing 1st out of 5 in the 
Mares 2 and over, 1st out of 9 in 
Mares 5 and under and 1st out of 16 
in the open against stallions, 
geldings and mares. Including 3 of 
Harvey Jones' fitted AQHA horses. I 
was told by Wayne D'Alonzo that our 
little filly accomplished the 
impossible, it was the first time an 

Arabian/Half Arabian had EVER won 
the daily highpoint in halter. 
Congratulations to our beautiful 
Sweet Carolina. Bred by Earl Kelly 
and out of Phyllis Hawkin's talented 
and handsome son of Supreme 
Sultan, T.P.'s Sahara Sultan.  Doing 
our part in locally promoting the 
regal Arabian! (and Saddlebred) 
 
 
 
 

RAINWATER FARM & 
ESTES FARM 
Fresno, CA 
559-436-8383 
SLrainwater1@aol.com 
Teddi Estes:925-286-0711 
 
 
 
Shari and I have been very busy, 
with customers and new  horses 
arriving at the barn.  We have also 
had the best weather with just a little 
bit of rain to make everything look 
green and enough sunshine to 
keep everything dry. 
  
I would like to congratulate Linda 
Kane on buying the 3 year old pony 
Heartland Notorious.  I think Linda 
and Shari are going to have a lot of 
fun with this little pony. 
 
 Jenny Blackburn's new mare Far 
Field's Sail Away.  Sail Away will 
being making her show ring debute 
this year!  Look forward to seeing 
her.   
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Far Field Sail Away 

 
We do have some really nice 
HORSES FOR SALE.  If you are 
looking for a great hunt seat or 
country pleasure horse, we have a 
new horse named Playstation, 4 
years old, green broke, ties, clips, 
and she is very easy to work with 
and a pleasure to work around.  
Playstation would be a great 
dressage horse as well.  Please 
call the farm for more information. 
  
We also have a 5 year old five gaited 
horse for sale named Peace Talks.  
He is another prospect and also a 
very easy going guy.  He has a lot of 
quality and just needs those 
finishing touches.  Peace Talks 
would make a very nice addition to 
the show ring.  Please call for 
pricing on both horses. 
  
  
We are also looking forward to the 
horseshow season and have been 
planning and deciding on the 
shows we will compete in.  We are 
gearing up and will see everybody at 
Cow Palace for starters. 
 Jenny Blackburn's new mare Far 

Field's Sail Away.  Sail Away will 
being making her show ring debute 
this year!  Look forward to seeing 
her.   
  
Sunrise Hill Farm: 
Cathy and Art Sauer 
San Jose, CA 
Cathy1art@earthlink.net 
 
Well the show season is almost upon 
us, but first we are awaiting the 
first foal of Mega Gamble due the 
end of March. Stay tuned! Cathy will 
be showing mainly in the Northwest 
this season for the show stock is 
stabled with Don and Allison 
Deardorff of Molalla, Oregon. We 
have a new prospect- a 4 yr. old 
buckskin filly with good manners and 
who certainly will turn some heads in 
the saddlebred world. We are 
planning to attend the Chap 2 
UPHA show at the end of March at 
the Equestrian Center in Eugene, 
Oregon, and we will keep you up to 
date on all the horse activities up 
North. Hope everyone enjoys a safe 
and successful show season! 
 
 
GAR- MAR FARM 
Stockton,CA 
209-931-5085 
farmarfarms@wac.com 
 

A new brood mare Shadows and 
Shades, by Sultans Royality out of 
Talent Town Mare will Foal in April  
>The baby is sired by The Ring of 
Fire, I will be showing Kat in the 
Amateur Fine Harness classes this 
year, Kommotion in the pleasure 
driving classes  and Lisa will show 
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Excitement  in Fine harness at the 
Eugene Show and then she is 
going to Gait him , He wants to Rack 
in the worst way so it looks like he 
will be a five gaited entry if  all goes 
well, , AS some of you  may know 
Lisa  and her husband are the 
proud partents of a baby boy  so at 
some of the shows I may be a baby 
sitter,  The Silk Flower produced a 
beautiful Stud Colt and is he fancy 
an hot,  Lisa and I just purchased a 
7 horse Sundowner trailer with a 
Buggy rack on top for hauling so we 
are about ready for the show 
season, as Eugene Will be number 
one for us  
 
 

WOODHAVEN 
Woodside, CA 
650-851-7880 
 
Condolences go out to Marie Peyman, 
her mother Dorothy passed away March 
1. 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON…….. 

Hazel the Chicken 

(or Don Deardorff’s hidden 
talent) 

Ever wonder what goes on at your 
neighboring stables during the "off" 
season?  Hazel the chicken resides 
at Deardorff Stables. Something 
happened to Hazel's leg making her 
unable to walk.  After a bit of time 
Hazel began limping around inside 
the barn, still not her usual self and 
off her feed. 
 

This caused quite a bit of concern 
amongst all of us animal lovers, 
especially our revered trainer Don 
Deardorff. 
 
One afternoon the vet and her 
assistant appeared with the highest 
of high tech portable x-ray machines 
to conduct a vet check on one the 4 
legged critters residing at the barn. 
 
Hmmmmm, thought our wise trainer 
Don and daughter Allison, ahem! 
Would x-raying poor Hazel's leg 
work.  Needing many assistants 
Don, Allison, Jennifer Blacklaw and 2 
people from, (well better not let the 
"boss" know what the partners are 
doing with their most expensive 
piece of equipment),gathered 
together circling poor Hazel. 
 

 
Jennifer Blacklaw outfitted to X-ray 

Hazel 
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After a bit of supervision on the part 
of our oh wise trainer Don, and 
seeing that Hazel was really not 
willing to hold still, he exclaimed, 
"don't any of you know about 
chickens?  Just cover her eyes and 
she'll go right to sleep!"  Ok, ok, with 
Jennifer donning her x-ray vest and 
the help of a vet assistant, Allison 
and the vet standing over and Don 
standing back from afar still 
watching, the mission was 
accomplished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After Oh Wise Trainer Don Deardorff 
said “don’t you know if you cover the 

eyes they go to sleep and so she’ll hold 
still”.    SUCCESS   

 

Sad to say no sign of injury in poor 
Hazel .  Hazel currently is awaiting 
her appointment with a local chicken 
specialist! 
 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST!!!!! 

Speaking of Chickens… 

 
All this talk of chickens reminded 
of me of Pine Grove’s Pride – the 
famous Gaited Guzzling Chicken 

 
 



 
 
 

16 

 
Back in 1981, I was a relatively new 
convert to Saddlebreds, and having 
an entry level job fresh out of school 
didn’t leave a lot of extra funds to 
have a show horse. I was fortunate 
to have found my way to a wonderful 
man (Bob Heilman) who had a small 
barn in his backyard and made the 
whole venture affordable.  Our big 
show of the year was The Eastern 
States Exposition – we went with our 
collective 3 horses as The Back 
Street Stable and I played groom 
which included sleeping in the tack 
stall – this lead to a very different 
night life than the hotel crowd 
experiences (but that is another 
story). 
 
Stabled across from us in the large 
indoor stabling barn was Carl 
Swedberg and his Pine Grove 
Stable.  Carl was a fixture on the 
New England circuit and was well 
known for his exciting showmansip in 
the ring as well as his sense of 
humor.  In addition to his show 
string, Carl had also brought along a 
donkey and a chicken.  The donkey 
was dressed in a tee shirt and 
wandered all over the show grounds, 
ending up in a variety of tack rooms 
and helping himself to an assortment 
of goodies.  The Chicken spent 
much of his day sitting on the 
donkey’s back.   
 
During the afternoons of the show, 
things were a bit slow as the 
Saddlebreds only showed at night, 
leaving the afternoon to the hunters.  
Since their stabling was located 
behind ours, they would parade 
through the aisles every afternoon 
on their way to the arena (and there 

were a lot of them).  Carl was sitting 
in front of his stalls and decided to 
have a bit of sport.  Just like Don 
Deardorff – Carl knew about 
chickens.  He gathered a large group 
of us with a proclamation that he 
could hypnotize a chicken, and he 
proceeded to do just that.  He placed 
the chicken on her back in the 
middle of the aisle, covered her 
head, and there she lay – the 
hunters were not amused that they 
had to pick their way around the 
sleeping chicken and the chuckling 
crowd.  Eventually the hunters 
complained enough that Carl had to 
wake up his chicken, the chicken 
popped up and went right back to 
they donkey’s back and off they went 
to investigate another tack room. 
 
I’m not quite sure what there is about 
Horse Trainers and Chickens – must 
be a trade secret. 
 
Sue Valley 
 
 
 
YOUR NEWS COULD BE HERE 
Just think! If you had submitted news, a 
story or whatever you would be seeing it 
right here instead of this.  SEND US 
YOUR NEWS.  Whether you have one 
horse or a barn full and whether or not 
you show, let us know what you are up 
to. Any ideas for our Spotlight or Blast 
from the Past?  Mail or E-mail Sue 
Valley with your news. Send photos as 
Jpeg file. susanvalley@mac.com 
20 Inverrary Lane, Alamo,CA 94507 
925-831-1446 
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Officers & Board Members 

 

President: Susan Valley Chen   

925-831-1446 Susanvalley@mac.com 

Vice President: Susan Estes 

925-284-7098,suzestes@aol.com 

Treasurer: Royalee Cleveland 

831-423-3293 

royalee@surfnetusa.com 

Secretary: Julie Barrow 

707-526-4059 

quailbarrow@aol.com 

Board Members: 

Kasey Ashley 

707-544-9478, 
ASHLK@waterboards.ca.gov 

Lisa Dahlen, 408-374-7126 

lxdahlen@hotmail.com 

Suzan Foss-Pheley, 510-889-8013 

suefss@aol.com 

Earl Kelly, 209-847-1231 

1be2kly3@sbcglobal.net 

Barbara Molland, 707-876-1885 

bmolland@farfieldfarm.com 

Michelle Ganci, 559-307-2563 

michelleganci@cvip.net 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 
If you have not been receiving 
NCASHA E-mails, it means I do not 
have you correct address.  Please contact 
me at susanvalley@mac.com or 925-
831-1446 to give me the correct address. 
 

NCASHA WEB SITE 
 
Yes folks – it will be with us soon.  Lisa 
Dahlen and Rich Swiger are working 
together to make this a reality.  We are 
hoping to be able to post activities, point 
standings and the newsletter when it get 
going.  Ncasha.net,  ncasha.org 
 
ATTENTION FARM OWNERS 
AND INSTRUCTORS:   
I will be revising the FARM 
BROCHURE in time for the Cow Palace 
– if you have any changes since the 
brochure last year, PLEASE LET ME 
KNOW BY MARCH 17.  I can accept 
one picture per farm or business.  
(susanvalley@mac.com) 
 
 

For Sale: 
 
 Freedman saddle almost 
new.  21", hardly used. 
Complete with leathers and 
irons. $1,250 Please call 
Jennifer Dixon: 650-740-4344 
dixonstabl@aol.com 
  
For sale, a very lovely Harlem 
Globe Trotter daughter, 6 years 
old, 16 hands tall, dark bay,  broke 
to ride on the trails, but due to a 
minor injury can not be shown. She 
is naturally gaited and has a 
wonderful long ground covering walk 
and when pushed up a little faster 
she will give you that cadilac ride, 
leaving all those other bouncy horses 
behind. . Very sweet and kind, loves 
people , no bad habits, ties, clips, 
trailers etc. Asking $2500 but a good 
home is more important than $. will 
consider lease for breeding. 
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Contact Earl Kelly: 209-847-1231 
 
Beautiful Wood Tack Trunks for 
Sale: 
Brand-new, stained birch trunks 
available in small, medium, and large 
sizes.  All sizes feature a removable 
groom tote and removable sliding 
tray.  Gas-charged struts hold the lid 
upright.  All trunks come with brass 
handles and fittings.  Trunks are 
sealed inside and out to protect from 
the elements.  The large (standard 
show size) trunks retail for $850-
$1000+; buy yours at wholesale 
prices!  Mounting blocks, bit boxes, 
wraps boxes, and unstained 
trunks also available.  Large trunks: 
$450.  Everything else: call for 
quote.  Special discounts 
available for multiple orders.  Please 
contact Nicole Carroll at (925) 395-
3899 or by email: 
NCEquestrian@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

True Story -  YOUR HORSES 
ARE ON FIRE (sent by Sally 
Nottage) 
 
Published in ANVIL Magazine, 
August 1993 
 
Much as I love shoeing horses, my 
business interests have led me to 
design,  patent, and manufacture 
machinery for farmers who work 
with draft animals. 
 
Since the farmers and teamsters 

who use my machine work with 
draft animals  almost exclusively, I 
acquired a few Percherons. 
They're the kindest,  gentlest, most 
easygoing creatures on earth, but 
owning them created a problem for  
me. I had only ten acres of pasture; 
that's a little more than three acres 
a  horse - hardly enough to feed 
three 1800-pound horses year 
'round without  haying. 
 
Luckily, a nearby farmer has a 
large pasture that he hasn't used 
since he  retired. I moseyed over 
and asked if I could use the 
pasture for the Percherons  during 
the winter when I'd run out of 
grass. You should have seen his  
cataract-clouded eyes light up! He 
told me he'd just turned 91 years 
old and had  mourned the day he 
had sold his last team and 
converted to tractors. Yes, he  
said, he'd love to have the horses 
in his pasture. 
 
October rolled around, and the 
horses finally ate the last stalk of 
grass in  their field. I walked them 
down the road and let them into the 
large pasture  which was knee 
deep in lush forage. They were in 
horsey heaven. 
 
January arrived, and the horses 
had grown long, thick winter coats. 
The  weather had been cold, but 
little in the way of snow. The field 
had a clump of  trees in the middle 
and when it snowed, the horses 
snuggled up under a huge pine 
and slept. 
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With the first big snow came 
trouble. I was sitting at the 
breakfast table  when the phone 
rang. It was a lady who lived in a 
house next to the pasture.  She 
wanted to know if I owned the big 
horses. I told her that I did and 
asked her if there was something 
wrong. "The horses have no 
building  to go into to get out of the 
snow," she said. I explained that 
they had the  big trees to stand 
under, and that their dense coat 
was an excellent insulator. I 
assured her that the horses were 
quite comfortable. Semi-satisfied, 
she let me return to breakfast. 
 
The following day the woman 
called back, and in a firm voice told 
me she was  sure the horses were 
cold. I asked her how she knew 
this. "Because they look  cold," she 
replied. "And, in what way do they 
look cold?" I countered. Silence. 
Not a word for 30 seconds. Finally, 
she said,  "I just know they're cold!" 
"Okay, okay," I replied, "Why don't 
you meet me in  the pasture in five 
minutes and, if the horses are 
cold,I'll take them into a barn." She 
agreed. 
 
We met five minutes later. "Will 
they hurt me?" she asked. "Do they 
kick or  bite?" It started to dawn on 
me that this woman was a 
busybody do-gooder who  knew 
absolutely nothing about horses. 
With time on her hands, she 
probably  decided that my horses 
needed rescuing andappointed 
herself their savior. 
 

As soon as we entered the 
pasture, the horses trotted over 
looking for  attention ? three 1800-
pound "puppy dogs." After she 
watched me pet them for a few  
minutes, I asked her if they looked 
cold. "Well, no," she replied, "But 
it's hard to tell with all the hair." 
"Why don't you put your  hand on 
one and see if it feels cold to the 
touch?" I asked. It was obvious  
she had never touched a horse 
before. Hesitantly, she reached out 
and touched one. "Well," she said, 
"I have to admit that they do feel 
warm,  but I still wish they had a 
barn to go into." 
 
Just then one of the horses 
dropped a big, steaming pile of 
manure on the  snow. She stood 
looking at it, quite puzzled. "What's 
wrong?" I asked. No reply  at first. 
Then she said, "Why isn't the horse 
standing in the pile?" "Why would 
he do that?" I asked. "Because it 
would keep his feet  warm," she 
replied. That snapped it! I was 
trying to talk logically with a  
certified nut case! I left her 
standing in the field. 
 
The snow melted a few days later, 
and I heard nothing more. Then 
another  storm hit that promised to 
be a keeper. With the temperature 
staying well below  freezing, I knew 
the snow wouldn't melt for a while, 
which meant I had to start feeding 
bales of hay until the snow was 
gone.  Since my daytime schedule 
was hectic, I found it easier to feed 
at night,  usually around midnight. 
Two days after the snow had 
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stopped falling, the old farmer 
called me. He said the woman was 
bothering him again, claiming  the 
horses were not being fed. I 
assured him they were and told 
him of my nightly ritual. 
 
The local animal protection society 
called the next day, explaining they  
received a report that I was 
starving my horses. I invited one of 
their inspectors to come out and 
see for himself. When the inspector 
arrived, I showed him the hay 
scattered over the field and 
explained my  feeding schedule. I 
told him about the woman who 
believed horses should stand in  
their manure. I asked him to 
confirm my nightly feedings with a 
neighbor who had seen me feeding 
the horses. He did and was 
satisfied that  the woman was, in 
his own words, a "Looney Tune." 
 
A few weeks went by and along 
came another dusting of snow. The 
temperature  hovered just around 
freezing, the snow melting as it hit 
the ground. The  local animal 
control officer called. He was 
laughing so hard it was difficult to  
understand him. "Could I come 
over?" he asked. 
 
Fifteen minutes later he arrived, 
still laughing. His face was as red 
as a  beet! I thought he was going 
to have a coronary on the spot. 
Finally, calmed  down to a mild 
chuckle, he told me that a woman 
had reported my horses were on  
fire! 
 

The officer apologized for the 
inconvenience of his visit, but it 
was office  policy to investigate 
each complaint. I was too busy 
laughing to even  notice. Regaining 
control of myself, I climbed into the 
officer's truck, and off we  went to 
check on my "roasting" horses. 
When we arrived at the field, the 
sun was just starting to break 
through the clouds. Three  
gorgeous Percherons were 
standing there, contentedly 
munching on grass. Thick  
columns of steam rose off them as 
evaporated moisture in their coats  
condensed in the cold air. The 
officer and I were awed by the 
beauty of it, but soon  the spell was 
broken. We both started chuckling 
again, almost rolling on the  
ground. "Your horses are on fire!" 
the officer roared. 
 
I never heard from the animal 
control people again. However, the 
woman  continued pestering the 
old farmer with a myriad of oddball 
complaints. I felt so  sorry for him 
that I took the horses back to my 
place a month before I'd planned 
to. The farmer was sad to see 
them go. He still enjoys  telling the 
story about those horses that were 
on fire. 
 

 
 
Doreen Jones 
Double Rocking R Farm 
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NCASHA 
EQUESTRIAN 
 
Enclosures 
Membership Renewal 
(for those who have not renewed yet) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCASHA 
Susan Valley Chen 
20 Inverrary Lane 
Alamo,CA  94507 
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